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RCCO - Grey Bruce Centre Meeting - AGM 
Sunday, June 9th,  2019 
 
Marilyn Dickson’s Residence, Durham, ON 
 
Present: President, Fr. Ed Wagner; Vice-President, Marilyn Dickson; Treasurer, 
Hilery McAlpine; Secretary, Satomi Currah; Immediate Past President, Richard 
Smith; Webmaster, Julian Delf; Member-at-Large, Gertrude Weber; Fiona 
Evison, Ian McAlpine, Laura McAlpine, Doug Squire, John Tite, Marjorie Tite, 
Steve Tite. 
 
Marilyn and Carl kindly opened their home and at 4:00 pm. and our social hour 
started.  We examined and tried Marilyn’s collection of instruments—piano,  
recent Viscount digital organ and old Bell harmonium.  Fr Ed led grace at 5:00 
pm., and we had locally-catered supper (chicken breast in cream sauce, braised 
potato, creamed squash, Caesar salad, and rhubarb and elderberry pies). 
 
At 6:10 pm. Fr Ed called the meeting to order.  He asked Marilyn to pass our 
gratitude to the caterer, who had left earlier.  Marj moved the agenda to be 
accepted.  Julian seconded.  All in favour.  Carried.   
 
Secretary Satomi moved the minutes from Centre meeting on April 19th, 2019 
and AGM on June 18th, 2018 be accepted.  Marilyn seconded.  Carried. 
 
Results of Online Nomination Poll1 and Election of Council 
Online nomination poll was held between May 12th and 31st. 11 participated.  
Based on the poll, the first choice of each position had been circulated by email 
prior to the meeting.   
 
• President: Marilyn Dickson   

John nominated Marilyn, seconded by Gertrude. Nomination closed.  Election 
was unanimous and Marilyn accepted. 

 
• Vice-President: Julian Delf  

 
1 For President, Marilyn received most votes.  The runners-up were Dwayne and David.  For Vice-
President, Julian received most votes.  The runner-up was Marilyn.  For Treasurer, incumbent Hilery 
received most votes.  The runners-up were Marj, Dwayne, and John.  For Membership Coordinator, 
incumbent Dwayne received most votes.  The runners-up were John, Laura, Steve, and Herb.  For 
Membership-at-Large, incumbent Gertrude received most votes.  The runners-up were David, Julian, Ian, 
and Ashton.  Among 23 Regular Members, who were entitled to vote, 11 participated in the poll, ranking 
21 candidates for each office (Fr Ed and Satomi were not included as candidates because Fr Ed will 
automatically fill the office of Immediate Past President while Satomi has one more year as Secretary; 
thus, 21 candidates rather than 23) . 
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Marilyn nominated Julian, seconded by Doug.  Nomination closed.  Election 
was unanimous and Julian accepted. 

 
• Treasurer: Hilery McAlpine 

Hilery noted she had served 9 years, and now wished to resign.  Fr Ed asked 
Hilery to describe the job: the busiest month is April when two reports (to 
National and to Centre) need to be made, while summer months are quieter.  
Making payments by cheques, securing offerings at events and depositing them 
are among the major duties.  John nominated Laura but she declined.  Fr Ed 
acknowledged Marj was the second runner-up; Marj declined.  Ian nominated 
Satomi, who has one more year as Secretary.  Seconded by Marj.  All in favour, 
recognizing that office of Secretary and office of Treasurer would be merged, 
downsizing the Council. Election was unanimous and Satomi accepted. 

 
• Membership Co-ordinator: Dwayne Hackman 

Dwayne was absent.  Membership Co-ordinator’s job is so crucial that it needs 
to be filled.  Ian nominated Dwayne.  Marilyn (new president) will contact 
Dwayne2.   

 
• Member-at-Large: Gertrude Weber 
Fr Ed explained, according to our bylaws, Member-at-large needs to take a year 
hiatus after a two-year term.  Therefore, incumbent Gertrude needs to be 
replaced.  Marilyn suggested Doug but he declined.  Marilyn nominated David, 
who was second runner-up.  Seconded by Gertrude.  Marilyn will contact 
David3. 

 
Correspondence 
Fr Ed reported that Grade Three Chesley District Community School students 
sent a thank-you note to him and Sarah Svendsen after the organ demonstration 
class for Chesley Community School that Sarah provided through the RCCO’s 
Travelling Clinician Program, in Chesley on May 15th.  Students had drawn a 
picture of the organ and St. Mark’s Church, where the class was held, and all 
children wrote expressions of gratitude and comments such as “I just loved your 
red dress”,  “I liked Mountain King one”, and even  “Minister dressed well”.   
 
David Palmer, Director Region 5 (Western Ontario), who is retiring and 
relocating, sends regrets and good wishes.  Fr Ed, who will be our next Regional 

 
2 Marilyn contacted Dwayne, and Dwayne, on June 14th, agreed to fill the post. 
3 Marilyn contacted David, who declined on June 14th.  Fr Ed asked Ian (the third runner-up) at 
AGM in person, and Ian declined.  Marilyn contacted Ashton (also a third runner-up in the poll),  
who declined on June 16th.   
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Director, passed on David’s comment that our Grey Bruce Centre is a 
comfortable, friendly group who make democratic decisions.  
 
Annual Reports by the Council 
• President Fr Ed had circulated his report via email prior to the meeting. 
 
• Vice-President Marilyn had none. 
 
• Treasurer Hilery reported that offerings from Harmonies in the Midst of 

Madness and Miracle (Good Friday, April 19th, 2019) came to $486.  This 
year’s Centre fees from memberships, as of May 29th, 2019, came to $99.  
Donations from renewing members was $507. Currently the bank balance is 
$2285.31.  $600 is earmarked for a scholarship.   

 
• Secretary Satomi reported that we had four meetings in the past year (January 

20th, 2019 meeting at St. Mark’s, Chesley, was postponed once and cancelled 
once due to bad weather).  The attendance rate (number of Regular Member 
attendees over the total number of Regular Members on the day of the 
meeting) was: 36.8% on September 16th, 2018 (Trinity United, Annan), 50% on 
November 18th, 2018 (St. Andrew’s Presbyterian, Southampton), 52.2% on 
April 7th, 2019 (Kincardine United, Kincardine), and 56.5% on June 9th, 2019 
(Marilyn’s home, Durham).  Bylaws state that quorum is 30%, and our 
attendance past year seems to suggest that this quorum (30%) is satisfactory.   

 
• Satomi reminded members of RCCO’s safeguarding policy, and noted that the 

new reporting cycle started this month.  In the annual program report, Satomi 
will write the risk assessment of all events and activities including Centre 
meetings and measures in place to reduce the risks.  Fr Ed reminded that 
RCCO’s Safeguarding Policy is accessible from the first page of RCCO 
website. 

 
• Membership Coordinator Dwayne was absent.  John, on behalf of Dwayne 

(who had emailed his report to John), announced that “…In an effort to promote 
young people to the organ, Air-O-Dynamic Duct Cleaning4 will ask the 
Walkerton Rotary Music Festival if it is Ok with their organization that a 
company offer to pay the registration fees for the entire organ category for the 
2020 festival season.  This will be phase one of using the Walkerton Music 
Festival as a tool to bring young people, especially ones not currently playing 
the organ to the organ category…”.  Julian moved this proposal.  Seconded by 
Azrael.  All in favour. 

 
 

4 Dwayne is the founder, owner, and operator of Air-O-Dynamic Duct Cleaning.  
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• Immediate Past President Richard remarked that succession of church 
organists is a concern for church members.  

 
Motions made by Centre Council 
Centre Council met on June 3rd, and brought forward the following motions. 
 
• The following are dates and places of our stated meetings through June 2020. 
 

 September 15th, 2019: St. Mary’s Roman Catholic, Owen Sound  St. 
Thomas’ Anglican, Walkerton (changes made on September 8th, 2019 due 
to unavailability of St. Mary’s) 

 
 November 17th, 2019: St. Thomas’ Anglican, Walkerton  TBA (as of 
September 8th, 2019) 

 
 January 19th, 2020: First St. Matthew’s Lutheran, Hanover 

 
 March 22nd (snow date 29th), 2020: Christ Church, Lion’s Head 

 
 June 29th, 2020: Grace House, Holland Centre (AGM) 

 
Marilyn moved.  Seconded by Azrael.  All in favour. Carried. 
 
• Should weather be inclement, we will meet by video/voice through Fr Ed’s 
ZOHO (a “GoToMeeting”-type software) account.  Richard moved.  Seconded by 
Julian.  Julian clarifies that host pays, but participants participate free of charge.  
All in favour. Carried. 
 
• 2020 Harmonies in the midst of Madness and Miracle: A Devotion in Scripture, 
Organ Music, Song and Prayer be held at Christ Church, Lion’s Head on Good 
Friday, April 10th, 2020.  Moved by Julian.  Marilyn seconded.  All in favour. 
Carried. 
 
• GBRCCO to hold a Hymn Festival at Central Westside United in Owen 
Sound on Sunday afternoon, October 27, 2019, as a GBRCCO fundraiser 
(scholarship).  Azrael moved.  Seconded by Laura.  All in favour.  Carried.  
 
John pointed out some pistons at Central Westside United don’t work.  The 
minister is supportive.  Fiona mentioned Georgian Shore United, Owen Sound is 
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having 100 year event of organ installation5.  Therefore, the date of Hymn 
Festival needs to avoid conflict with such events.  But we will have an event in 
sometime in October.  Place and date should be determined later. 
 
Julian, Fiona, Fr Ed, and Marilyn constitute a Hymn Festival steering committee.  
Laura moved.  Azrael seconded.  All in favour. Carried. 
 
• GBRCCO and the ELCIC Lutheran Area Ministry cooperatively to offer 
an Ascension Day Festival Eucharist the evening of Thursday, May 21st, 
2020 at St. Mark’s, Chesley.  Azrael moved.  Marj seconded.  All in favour. 
Carried. 
 
• GBRCCO to bring Master Class teachers to Grey Bruce on a regular basis, with 
funding to be shared by students and GBRCCO.  Marilyn moved.  Azrael 
seconded.  During discussion Fr Ed explained that for example Sarah is willing to 
come to teach on a regular basis, and he believes the master class will bring new 
perspectives to the students.  The program can be executed relatively 
inexpensively; transportation, fee, and some honorarium are among the expense.  
Students need to pay, too, in part.  John suggested we have more facts and 
information to make decisions.  Fr Ed will bring more information to the next 
meeting.   
 
• Secretary Satomi to write a note of thanks to travelling clinician Sarah 
Svendsen on her outstanding Master Class after Midwestern Ontario Rotary 
Music Festival in April 2019, and her equally outstanding Presentation/Recital for 
school children in Chesley in May 2019.  All in favour.   
 
• The June 2019 Annual General Meeting expressed profound thanks and 
respect to Hilery McAlpine, retiring after 9 years serving as Treasurer, and 
Richard Smith, retiring after 10 years serving as President and Immediate Past 
President.  Marilyn moved.  Doug seconded.  Applause. 
 
Richard thanked Hilery for stepping in when the serving treasurer suddenly 
passed away 9 years ago, when Richard was still new to the position of 
President.   
 
Fr Ed suggested that Installation of 2019-2021 officers will be done in September 
because the positions of Membership Coordinator and Member-at-Large are still 
to be filled. 

 
5 Fiona on June 10th via email informed that the event of Georgian Shore United will be on 
October 19th, 2019.  The event will include performance by visiting organist, Shoreline Choir, 
and a hymn sing. 



 6 

 
Other Business 
Fr Ed opened the floor to everyone.   
 
Azrael asked how he should renew his membership given that his original 
registration had been paid for by the Centre. Marilyn moved GBRCCO pay 
membership (currently set at $61) for current students, until they complete 
secondary school, who continue to be interested and involved in Centre 
activities. Student memberships to be reviewed annually.  Seconded by Julian.  
GBRCCO will pay Azrael’s membership and will reimburse Anna, who has 
already paid.  All in favour.   
 
Fiona announced that part of her research for her MA in Community Music at 
Wilfred Laurier University, involves the effect of composers on their communities 
of residence.  She is giving a concert in September.   
 
Fr Ed and Satomi will send a sympathy card to Ann Clark, who conceived of 
Harmonies in the midst of Madness and Miracle: A Devotion in Scripture, Organ 
Music, Song and Prayer in 1999, and whose husband John Clark passed away 
on May 10th.  
 
Secretary Satomi asked Fr Ed to read aloud the card from Anna, who thanked 
the Centre for sponsoring the organ category prize for the Midwestern Ontario 
Rotary Music Festival in Walkerton. She also thanked the Centre for organizing 
the organ master class that followed. 
 
Fr Ed, on behalf of the members, thanked Marilyn for hosting AGM this time. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:43 pm.  Marj moved.  All in favour. 
 
Immediately after the meeting was adjourned, Hilery pointed out that the minutes 
must state the change of bank signatories in order for the future issuance of 
cheques.  The meeting quickly came back to order, and Fr Ed moved changes of 
signatory to the new officers: Marilyn, Julian, and Satomi.  Ian seconded.  All in 
favour. Carried. 
 
Submitted by Satomi 


